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English Government, moreover, has recognised this custom by a law. However,
as one rarely knows what reliance is to be placed on the sentiments of the
inhabitants of any particular village, seeing that some will entreat the Europeans
to exterminate the peacocks, that commit enormous devastations, while others will
fight in their behalf, conflicts are continually taking place with the population.

On the morrow, I held several conferences with sundry camel-drivers, who
demanded an exorbitant sum to take me to Oudeypoor, on account of the evil
reputation of the road I had chosen for my journey thither. At last I concluded
a bargain with one of them, who, for the sum of one hundred and twenty-five
rupees, was to furnish me" with seven riding and seven baggage camels. . I
purchased a small and very light tent, in order not to encumber myself too
much on so difficult a journey; and I provided a complete supply of beds, cooking
apparatus, and other things which we should need in districts devoid of hotels
and bungalows, and where I foresaw we should remain at least a year.